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29 August 2018 
 
Dear Ms Thomson 
 
The Education (Fees and Student Support) (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2018 (SSI 2018/171) 

Thank you for your letter of 10th July regarding the above SSI. 
 
As you have indicated in your letter the Scottish Government has made a commitment to 
consolidate the various sets of secondary legislation that regulate student support in the 
further and higher education sector in Scotland.   
 
As you will be aware the Independent Review of Student Support has now concluded and 
the Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science formally set out the 
Scottish Government’s response to the review in Parliament on the 12th June 2018.   
 
The Scottish Government is now working to implement the changes announced by the 
Minister, including identifying any legislative amendments which will be required.  In addition, 
we have to be mindful of the legislative implications relating to the UK’s exit from the 
European Union (EU).  We anticipate that we will be required to make updates to the student 
support regulations to reflect both the review of student support and the UK’s position in 
Europe post Brexit.   
 
I will be happy to provide the Committee with a timetable for the consolidation exercise, once 
we have ascertained the extent of any amendments which are likely to arise as a result of 
the student support review and Brexit planning. 
 
In the meantime, there will likely be some further amendments which require to be made to 
the existing regulations from time to time before consolidation to reflect more minor policy 
updates, for example relating to residence eligibility criteria.  
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In relation to the Committee’s request for an accessible document setting out how fees and 
various means of support relate to each other, we will ensure that consolidated legislation is 
accompanied by guidance which clearly lays out how various fees and means of student 
support relate to each other. 
 
However, you may wish to note that the Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS) produce 
an annual funding guide for students which outlines the funding available for each academic 
year.  I have included a link to the document on the SAAS website 
(https://www.saas.gov.uk/_forms/funding_guide.pdf). 
 
In addition to this, in response to recommendations made in the Student Support Review, 
Scottish Ministers recently announced that additional funding will be provided to support 
improved information, advice and guidance on the financial support available to students and 
prospective students.  This work will be led by SAAS. 
 
I hope you find this information helpful. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
David Mackay 
Policy Manager 
Student Support and Participation team 
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